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GOING GREEN CAN EARN YOU GREEN 
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These days, “going green” is on everybody’s mind.  
But due to the economy, the other green (the cost) is 
limiting opportunities for energy efficiency 
improvements.  To help offset the cost of green 
projects, some utilities are offering cash-back rebates 
for the installation of energy efficient equipment.  

These utility sponsored energy efficiency rebate 
programs work just like most other rebate programs.  
First, a project is generally classified as either new 
construction or existing renovation.  During the 
project design, equipment is selected according to 
the utility’s energy efficiency requirements.  The 
appropriate paperwork is completed and sent in after 
the equipment is installed.  The utility then reviews 
the application and upon approval, the rebate is sent 
directly to the company.  

Qualifying equipment depends on the individual 
utility but could include:  

·  Lighting and Controls 
·  High Efficiency HVAC equipment  
·  Motors  
·  Variable Frequency Drives 
·  Green Power Generation Equipment  

 
Even if a project doesn’t include any of the listed 
options, some of the utilities have a special program 
category for energy saving equipment or controls that 
is not listed under the general equipment.   

So how much money could you get back? Each utility 
program is different, but the rebates are usually flat 
rates per equipment instead of an equipment cost 
percentage.    Although payback time varies between 
each project and the specific utility, the utilities have 
tried to design rebate amounts to reduce payback 

periods to a couple of years rather than the 
protracted periods often encountered when relying on 
energy savings alone.  For example, replacing 
incandescent lamps with CFL reflector lamps could 
earn a $7 rebate on a lamp that only cost about $10.  
After adding the labor to change the lamps, the 
rebate could be approximately 50% of the cost!  
When selecting equipment, keep in mind that the 
more energy efficient the equipment is, the larger the 
rebate amount will be.   

Currently PEPCO, BG&E, and Dominion Virginia 
Power (DVP) on the east coast have rebate 
programs.  PG&E on the west coast also offers a 
good rebate program.  The bottom line is that utility 
bills and energy efficiency requirements are rising.  
The economy may be slow, but the utilities are willing 
to pay you so you can save money.  In addition to 
saving money with efficient equipment, you could be 
well on your way to getting ENERGY STAR and 
LEED qualified.  Now could be the first time you 
could get green to go green, quite possibly making 
this one of most economical times to implement 
energy saving measures.   

To find out more information about each of the 
utility’s programs, use the links below: 

PEPCO: 
https://cienergyefficiency.pepco.com/Overview.aspx 
 
BG&E: 
http://www.bgesmartenergy.com/business.html 
 
DVP: 
http://www.domenergyconservationportal.com/ 
 
PG&E: 
http://www.pge.com/businessrebates/ 
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Brandon Wilson , EIT 
Electrical Engineer 
Brandon Wilson is an electrical engineer with Williams Notaro & Associates, LLC  and graduated with a 
degree in Electrical Engineering from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University. He specializes in 
the design and selection of LED lighting for many applications.  He is also involved with new alternative 
energy systems technology. 
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are based on a national building energy consumption survey and accounts for normalizing factors such as building 
type, square footage, occupancy, operating hours, and regional weather data. 
 
The EPA requires a Professional Engineer (PE) to verify that the building information and energy data entered into the 
portfolio is accurate. The PE is also required to perform an on-site walkthrough of the building to verify that the 
building maintains a healthy indoor environment and meets the industry standards for thermal comfort, illumination, 
and outside air ventilation.  
 
An ENERGY STAR label helps promote your building’s energy efficiency achievements and demonstrates 
environmentally responsible operations which is now becoming more attractive to companies looking for office space. 
WNA has provided energy efficiency services for such clients as The MITRE Corporation, American Association of 
Medical Colleges(AAMC), Beacon Capital Partners, Cassidy & Pinkard Colliers, and Jones Lang LaSalle. If you would 
like more information, please contact us at 703.563.0381 or info@wnainc.com 
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Williams Notaro & Associates, LLC 
Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing & Fire Protection Consulting Engineers 
3928 Pender Drive, Suite 220, Fairfax, VA 22030 
Tel 703.563.0381  ¨   Fax 703.563.5389 
info@wnainc.com  ¨   www.wnainc.com 

Did You Know? �

Spring 2010 Contest Winner 
Congratulations to Michelle Milam, PHR, Payroll/HR Division Director with 
the Business Benefits Group (BBG) in Fairfax, VA.  She�correctly identified 
last season’s installation blooper and received a $100 gift card to Shell Gas.  
�

A building can be eligible to obtain an ENERGY STAR label from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) if the building’s energy performance for the past 12 months is 
rated among the top 25% in comparison to similar buildings in the United States. The 
process requires creating an online building portfolio on the EPA’s website, in which the 
building’s physical characteristics, operating characteristics, and recorded energy 
consumption are entered.  To determine the building’s performance rating, the energy 
consumption is compared to statistical representative models developed by the EPA, which 

Spring 2010 Blooper Contest 
Every season we feature a photo on our web site that illustrates the importance of 
including Construction Administration in the Engineering scope of work. Even small, 
seemingly unimportant installation deficiencies can cause poor system performance, 
increased maintenance, or reduced equipment service life. 

Our last contest (pictured left/Spring 2010) illustrates why pipe risers, like any other 
section of pipe, must be properly supported at regular intervals and must meet (or 
exceed) the requirements of the applicable code. Improperly or inadequately 
supported piping is subject to additional stress and could potentially fail. Support of 
pipe risers is especially important in seismic zones. If there are any concerns 
regarding the support of piping systems, a structural engineer should be consulted.  
Enter our current Summer 2010 contest at www.wnainc.com. A winner will be chosen 
from correct respondents on August 21 and receive a $100 Shell Oil gift card. 
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